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THE INCOME 1A

S there any just rule for determining the proportion in which citi-
zens should contribute to the support of the Government?
Adam Smith suggests a rule which must commend itself to
every fair-minded person. He says: “The subjects of every State
ought to contribute to the support of ithe Government as nearly as pos-
gible in proportion to their respective ability; that is, in proportion to
the revenue which they respectively enjoy under the protection of the
State.
the equality or inequality of taxation.” In
upon incomes is the fairest tax that can be suggested. All taxes are
really income taxes, because all taxes are paid out of income; but an
indireet tax may work great injustice. because its operation is concealed
from the public view.
Loecal taxation in city, county and State is usnally proportioned to
the property of the ecitizen: but instead of being entirely equitable, a
property tax is often collected almost entirely from visible property,
leaving the invisible property free. Those who own real estate, horses,
cattle, hogs, machinery and household goods cannot evade the assessor,
but those whose wealth consists largely of money and evidences of in-
debtedness too frequently escape. W here visible property is taxed and
the invisible property escapes the possessors of visible property are
overtaxed, in order to make up for the evasion of those who possess in-
visible property. But even when a property tax is honestly collected
upon all forms of property, real and personal, it is not as fair a tax as
an income tax. Property may be temporarily unproductive. If a
farmer pays taxes on his land the tax goes on, even though the crop
may fail. If a money lender pays a tax upon his money his security
may fail, or there may be default in the payment of the interest, while
an income tax adjusts itself to the condition of the taxpayer, being
large when the income is large, and small when the income is small.
Then, too, a property tax does not reach those who enjoy a consid-
erable income under the protection of the Government and yet consume

In the observation or negleet of this rule consists what is ealled
other words, a direet tax

the income without investing in real or personal property. The in-
come tax reaches all,
While onr loeal taxes are not collected with absolute justice, we

make a nearer approach to justice in local taxation than we do in the
collection of our Federal revenue. Until the beginning of the Spanish
war almost all of the revenue collected for the support of the Federal
Government came from two sources—namely, internal revenue taxes
and import duties. Internal revenue taxes, being collected on liquor
and fobacco, are not collected from the people in proportion to their
incomes, but in proportion to the liguor and tobacco they consume, and
as the consumption of liquor and tobacco does not inerease according
to income, the taxes collected through this system are in effect graded
income taxes, the largest per cent being, on the average, collected from
the smallest incomes, and the smallest per cent from the largest in-
comes. Import duties collected on consumption are also in effect graded
income taxes, bearing heaviest upon those with smallest incomes. It
must be evident to the most casual observer that the burdens of the Fed-
eral Government, instead of being borne according to the rule laid down
by Adam’ Smith, are too heavy upon the poor and too light upon the
rich, The income tax provided by the Wilson bill was intended as a
partial compensation for the injustice done by the other systems. The 2
per cent assessed upon individual incomes above $4,000, while not suffi-
cient to bring the rich up to an equality with the poor in taxation, was
a ﬁ’lt‘-‘p in the right direction. Much fanlt was found with the 9xemptinn

“ Tax Upon Incomes .
il s -ous” b .”f;‘;;’“___fo W. . BRYAN

Can Be Suggested.

laid upon the possessors of small incomes by internal revenune taxes and
import duties, it would be manifestly unjust fo continue the inequality
by making them pay a per cent equal to that collected from the posses-
g of large incomes.

The 2 per cent tax upen the nef
fended upon the ground that the corporation enjoys

S01'8
income of corporations was de-
special privileges

Wil'tam Jennings Bryan.
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provided in that law. Many who did not understand the reason for the

exemption protested against it and insisted that the 2 per cent shounld

apply to all incomes, large and small. DBut since excessive burdens ave

conferred by law and occupies mueh of the time of the Federal Legigla-

ture, the FPederal Executive and the Federal conrts. Just prior to the

passage of the Wilson bill I obtained, through the courtesy of Secre-
tary Gresham, statistics from a number of European governments.

I found that in Prussia the income tax had been in operation about
twenty years, and that incomes under 900 marks were exempt, while the
tax ranged from less than 1 per cent to about 4 per cent on larger in-
Comes.

In Austria the income tax had been in operation about thirty years,
Incomes nnder §113 were exempt, while the rate ranged from 8 per cent
up to 20 per cent on larger incomes. I found that in Italy incomes un-
der $77.20 were exempt, while the rate ran as high as 13 per cent on
some incomes. In the Netherlands the income tax had been in operation
since 1823. At the time investigation was made incomes under $260
were exempt, and the tax ranged from 3 per eent to 31-5 per cent on

Neb,)

incomes over that sum. In Zurich, Switzerland, the income tax had been
in operation for more than half a century. At the time investigation .8
made incomes nnder 100 were exempf, and the rate on larger incomes
varied from 1 per cent to 8 per cent. In England the rate for 1892 was a
little more than 2 per cent upon incomes above $2,000, and a little less
upon incomes under $2,000.. All incomes under $750 were exempt.

IFor nearly ten years during and after the civil war an income tax
ranging from 24 per cent to 10 per cent was collected in this country.
Exémptions i':m;,rml from §G00 to &2,000.

Nenator John Sherman. of Ohio, was opposed to the repeal of these
taxes, amd in the course of a speech said:  “The Senator from New York
and the Senator from Massachusetts have led off in declaring against
the income tax. They have declared it fo be invidious. Well, sir, all taxes
are invidious. They think it is inquisitorial. Well, sir, there never was a
tax in the world that was not inguisitorial. The least inguisitorial of ali
is the income tax. * * * There never was so just a tax levied as the i=
come tax. There is no objection that can be urged against the mm

tax that I cannot point to in every tax. Writers on political evnnr}n{"
well as our own sentiments of what is just and right, teach us that ...
man ought to pay taxes according to his income and in no other way.”
Senator Sherman pointed out that at that time only twenty milllons
were collected upon incomes, while the food and clothing of the pecple
were taxed three hundred milllons.

Senator Morton, of Indiana, in opposing the repeal of the tax, said:
“The income tax is, of all others, the most equitable, because it is the
truest measure that has yet been found of the productive prnperty 0!
the country.”

Benator Howe said: “There is not a tax on the books go Ilttle felt
80 absolutely unfelt in the payment of it. as this income tax by the pos-
sessors of the great fortuues upon which it falls. There is not a poor man
in this country, not a laborer in this conntry, but what contributes
more than 3, more than 10, more than 20 per cent of all his earnings to
tae Treasury of the United States under those very laws against which
I am objecting, and now we are invited to increase their contribution®
and to release these trifling contributions whicl we have béen re
ceiving from incomes heretofore. _

But in spite of these protests the tax was repealed, and during the
years that have followed the Goveraneut hias continued this diseriming-
tion in favor of the rich and against fhe poor. Why? Becenee swontth he
been assuming a lavger and larger share in the contrel of the Coverns
ment, and the rights of the masses have been legs and less considered.
tax system which overburdens some and lightly bupdens others is lar-
ceny by law; it is an indirect means by which one man’s money is frans-
ferred to another man’s pocket. In 1896 those who objected to an income
tax, instead of arguing against the vighteousness of the law, shielded
themselves behind the decision of the Supreme Court and asserted that
any digcussion of the tax was an assault upon the honor of the coart.

At present the Government can draft the citizen, but cannot draft

the pocketbook. Slowly but suvely the dollar is being exalted and the

man debased. Justice in taxation must be restored.

The sentiment prevailing among those who advocate an iaceme tax,

justifies the predietion that the Demoerats, Populists and Silver Republi-
cans will, in the next eampaign, advocate an amendiment to the Constitus
tion specifically authorizing an ineome tax, and no one who has f.w in
the final friumph of every righteous cause will doubt the ultimaté sue-
cess of the effort to make an income tax a permanent part of the revs
enue system of the I"Pderal Government, W. J. BRYAN,

Well-Known Pubfic Char-

acters in a New Guise
)

GENERAL who was conducting a war
A in a distan! island wrote to the Agri-

cultural Department of his Government
to ship him a ton of acorns. When asked
what he Intended to do with them he replied:

“There is no shade in our trenches, and
the troops suffer from heat. A growth of
lzrge oaks will add much to the comfort of
the men In the firlng line."

He would have said more, but his attention
was arrested by a burst of song from a
nelghboring jungle.

“Ah,” he sighed, “that is a round robin.”

And hes walked sadly away.

&

By becoming a subject of the Queen of

Muldoodle a clitizen of Gom incurred the
hatréd of the Gommeaux., who ross as one

man and calied him rascai.

“Your courts are kept pretty busy natural-
Izing Immigrants,’ he retorted. “You have a
great many rascals If it is rascaily to for-
swear one’s alleglance,.”

“It is cnly rascaliy.” replied the Gommeaux,
*“ta rencunce onz'g allegiance to us.”

o

A Man Out of a Job applled for relief (o the
Kirg of the Quakes.
“What can you do?" His Majesty asked.

“] have been working lately as a Secretary
of War,"” the Man Out of a Job replied, “but
I was Rooted out. That position in Your
Majesty’'s Cabinet would, I think, be filled by
me very credltably.”

The King, being greatly pleased by the ap-
plicant's manner and appearanee, walked
across the audience hall to his Prime Min-

ister,
“Tell ma how to make a vacancy in the
Cabinet,” he sald.

“Appoint one,” =ald the Prime Minister.
“And permit me, Sire, to recommend the one
with whom you have just been speaking.”

>

A Person who had been made President
was walking along a lonely road when he
met an Aspirant to Office and called loudly
for help. But nobody heard except the As-
plrant, who =ald:

“I have here seven hundred and fifty rec-
ommendations for my appo!ntment as Na-
tional Inspector of Dead Dogs."

The President fell upon his Knees and ex-
plained that he had a wife and twenty-nine
small children. The Aspirant put away the
papers, taklng some more from another
pocket.

“These documents,” he said. “are affidavits
of my nelghbors; they stiest my fitness for
the office."

The Presldent wrung his hands and wept
audibly. He sald:

“Elght Cabipst oflcers aré depéndsnt on me
for their bread. and most of them are or-
phans,'

FABLES AND ANECDOTES OF THE TIME

B8y Ambrose Bierce.

Ambrosz Birrc-.

The Promises of a Con-
scientious President.

The heart of the Aspirant to office was
touched at last.

“l spare you,” he sald, putting away his
papers and moving on, “for the sake of those
who cannot, So keep your old Natlonal In-
spectorship of Dead Dogs. IU shall not be
gald that T am a hard man to'deal with.”

The President rose and dusted hiz Knees.
“I gould not give It him without breaking
my waord,” he said to himself. “I have prom-
ised [t to sixteen others,”

B

A Soléler struggling through a pestllential
morsss eaw a Vulture perching on the branch
of a tree and sojemnly snapping lts beak,

“What are you?"' asked the Socldler, who
had never seen a Vulture, “You look llke the
father of all chickens."

“Mencall me all kinds of namss," the bird
replied, *“according to the language that they
apeak., T éall myself an Expansiconist.”

The Soldler grew very grave. I was that
myself until now,” he sald, “but If you are
the thing to be expanded I shall have to think
about {t."

But when he tried he foumnd that hemen
had not euppied him with a thinker,

o

CA Dum-Dum Bullet having touchsd a bone
said:

“I am ahout to Rmash you into splinters of
unpsual fineness instead of ‘pm'fmﬂ.ting you
anid golng on about my businesa.'™

“Then T have tha honor to inform wou," re-
plied the Hone, with zreat austerlty, "that

you have been forbidden by the Peace Cons
gress as a needless and cruel devics.” You
will have the goodness tn withdraw." © )

“Ag one of the horrors of war,"” the Pum=
Dum Bullet sald, "I cannot consent to ralin- |
qulgh myself, thereby making war less ynde-
sirable; do you think I ought? 1 pagse for a
reply.’” it added, fetohing up agalnst a stone
wall in 4 shower of bone gplinters,

" 1y
A Near-Sighted Man o whom all coons
looked altke was In Luzon, whera he mat ons

day a Gorgeous Belng whom he mtstob ; fon
the American Commander,
“(Feneral,” he sald, "do ypu not ﬁqq the

United States regulars and volunteers fiffi= |
cult to manage?”

“1 might,” the Gorgeous Being replleg g
I were Otis; but. no, 1 am Aguinaldo.* 5

o : :

8t Peter was sitting at the gate of H&vm
when a Soul approached, and bowing nix‘l‘ll;r.
handed him its card.

“Jam very mrry. sir,” sald St, Petarj‘ ,e'.l'.te!
reading the eard, “hut I really cannot admlt
you, You will have to go to the Other ?M
Sm‘ry glr, vety sorry."”

“Don't mention it."” said the Souls "Ilvbl-'!z
heen all the month at & watering place, an
it will be an ngresable change. I only called
to ask if my friend Chauncey Dspew is here.’

“No, sir,” the Saint replied; “Mr. Depaw is
not dead.” " ._,_.-‘1'.

“Oh, T know that," sald the Soul. *T th &
he might be vigiting God)” ’ ?

The Average Aduice
Is Only
Clap-Trap.

THE AMERICAN GIRL AND HER

‘By Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

‘sumied name, In priot.

_umm-m ihﬂ'msh teaded l!heo mn o feel “that

evon In her lowly position, the dignlty of woman-
hood sulficiently to propoumd semé of the queries
whieh  are dttribnted to ber In these “adyice”
columng, .

And 1t Is eertnln that sbe does not need the In-
strneilons whilelh are frequently glven her

A great many people are no donbt benefited by
the information obrainable in privt regarding table
etiquette and the cods of cords and maotters of
formnl hebavlor In which telther nntnre nor kin-
deml hoa Iostrieted (hem.  But no girl needs a
magnziue or newspaper chaperon to tell her “how
it Le fo<Cloating” or “how to be modest,” or
“hiow 1o bebave i the presence of yonng men or
“how 1o eutertnln the man she loves,"

It 1 no jnsnlt to the good setse of our Amerfean
girls when this sort of instructlon Is given them
by the column. Ir wmay asmuse them, and bt js
quite possible that they somefimes drow it forth
merely for the purpose of amuscinent. But it is
absolutely ‘cevtaln that they do not attempt to fol-
low the dlethtes of thede nnknown eounsellos,
The Amerienn girl Is n unlque crenture. Nowhere
She Hkes 10 mmeam her lllue wrﬂu and elae um!e'r the sun e:luu nythiag like unto her.

ANERKE = probably no otlier credture an the
'-I foce of the earth who hsks and recelves
w0 much advice fand who follows so lttle

of 1t} ns the American girl.

The peenilar part of It Is that, ne a rule, she
nelther asks nor recelvas thls counsel from parents
or guandians. but from nbsolite siringers.

It hnoe come to be a necessary festure of slmost
every Amerléan perlodienl, whether dally, weekly
or monthly, to pabllsh an “advice’” column for the
FOUNDE pPersoll

Persnns of move or lpgs llterary attalnments pre.
#ide over thls column aud sollelt the contidence of
girls In need of adrice,

It Is poesible that many of the queriés propound-
e by correspondents dn these departments are
renily written by young girls, but it Is more than
probable that the greater portion are the produc-
tion of misellevons masenlive brains, bent on ‘mak-
ing women ridivalons,

There Is o sort of fasclnation to a sliple, un-
ednecativd  kirl to see herself, cyen undor an s

She docs ng she pleases with wen, but no man
does = he pleases with ber untl]l she chooses Wi
for her master,

Khe has heard and read ail aboant wickedness nnd
knows it exlsts; and she iz absolutely good, be.
canse ahe wants 0 be,

She ls g paradox to the forsign mind anid a Jdee
lght to the American min,

He aduidees ler for et dependonece, ber com-
mén sensé and ber powers of corirndeship.

Blie 1& the most companlonible and entertulning
erentnre on the faee of the enrth. He ls not afmail
to tnlk on any aubject swith her, sud he usunlly
gaing pew ldeas by dolng so. She can dance, play
golf, swim, dive. walk, read Brownlog, talk philos-
ophy, or firt, ns bls mood may be.

I have kuown scores of such girls, and I am meet-
Ing new enes every doy,

Whnt Impertioeaee, then, 1t seems for nany one
to attempt to teach this sore of yonbg person how
to b entertalolng! A= well tell the butterfiy how
to be geaceful and attract the sunbeam.

The ditltode of the American parent {o rhe
daughter I3 :m-ni!urly Intefesting,

Th 13k mlmlrn, TESHECES

lenven oy his danghter to Stoop from Ler henyven
of morallty.

Even when he has been a wild youth himssIf
nnd kupown wild givls, and I the fave of the fact
thint hls ddughter pesembies him I fenture aned
temperamenit, be expects absolite pesfeetion from
her.

It iz donbitless due to this paventn]l expoectation
thnt so great o mafority of Amerienn glels walk
safely  thvodgh anprotedied paths, There iz no
stlmitles Tke the- falth of rhose we love,

I ‘mdmilre this attitode of the tather when it s
mibxed sl wisdont amd Judgment: 1 deplore It
wien It Is merely Wind falth avd an outgrowth of
vgotism.

Whin a father can say, “My givl will not go
wrang orf do an indiscreet acet, because 1 have
talked with her, aml her mother Buaw talled swith
lier freely regarding men and moeals, and she
knows (hrough e what the world Is and fally un-
derstands the meanlng of the wonl womanhood.
Wi trust ber lnipleltly, and she ean never do an
pnwonianly aet, then' 4 fatlier's respect for his

ADVISERS.

Neves she can make no efror becsase she is his
ehild, both parent and offspring ave to Do pomd
migerated. Yet the fact that so many Amerleas
glrls, reared I this ntmosphere of blind lgnorance
angd faith, grow up desplte It and the dangers It
entalle Into # fine womanhood, spenks wonders for
the sterling quallties of which oyr Foung women
are made.

The Amerioan girl s seen nt her best jn the
varlows Stminer resorts of our laul  Iodo 0ot
mean ot Newport or Saratogi or the sther more
comgplenops regorts of fishlon or gayety,

Oune finds hier ac rhese ploces, to be sore, with
mnny gowns aud few besux; but in the scores of
Benutiful and restful nooks which nre seattered
alung the Atlantle const thonsnnds of our young
wonen pnsi ohe or two of the Smmer tontlis
with thelr familles, sud epjoy a freedom of cone
duet which would send o forelgn parent ute
spisms of consfernation to witness, but which
Ameriean fathers and mothers behold without o
remor,

v ehnpr'mnnﬂ

cied suve by their awn ¢

What Shall Be F
Y r
 Standards in
rr
Life?
ariless It be sone pesslmlat or fogr, to uttm- ]
protest,

Far it Is nt the leyser resorls, where Il_rhithrr
ritles of fishlon are tabooed, that the youtg men
are to be found.

Amotg these thonsands of young women whd live |
thig Nife of froedom durlng the Summer It {'rare J
that one over hevomes a vietlm of unplensantigos-
8ip; 1t would be safe to state that not an avernge |
of one in one bundeed ever subjects herself to the
tongne of sesuidal. : =

Meanwhile every Summer therg ure chﬂ'm
rofnanoes enacted and new hones established, b
the purpose of the world goes on—and all without
the mld of the “Talks with Gilrls" coluu‘mtm e
ever that way theive 1o this lund of many peried-
lenls and newspopers. _ ¢ Ted S

The worlil hns been In existence ;--‘109‘ _t!m,p. ..3'_‘.‘!'. 3
will exist many milllous of years to comp. “But
I dopbt If men and women ever did enjoy orever
will enjoy more charming rssocintlons than'are
exlsting [n Amerlow todlay In the less pretentious |

walks of life. where lav ambitlon—and. M)
gct-ﬁnt Madanie Grandy's fo
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